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October, 2007  Vol 61 No 10 

The Modulator 
Newsletter of The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc 

 

Reisterstown 
Festival & Birthday 

Success!! 
 

 
 

Keon Hayes, KE3HAY, Operates the special event 
station at the Reisterstown Festival  

 
See inside for lots more fun 
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Staff 
Editor Doug Wittich N3VEJ 410-256-0257 

Club Officers 
President Marty Pittinger KB3MXM + 

Vice President Vacant * 
Treasurer William Dobson N3WD + 

Secretary Val Purvis W3VAL * 
Members at Large Hale Adams N3NYC + 

Myles Carpeneto K3VTT * 
Norm Lorenzen KB3KZG * 

* Term Expires Sept 30, 2008.  + Sept 30, 2009 

Committee Chairmen 
Public Information  Doug Wittich   N3VEJ at arrl.net 
Hamboree   Robin Schaefer   AA3SB at arrl.net 410-247-0578 
   And Sharon Dobson  K3DUH  
Repeater   Phil Hebert   N3CDY at comcast.net 
License Testing  Rusty Schaefer   N3WKE at arrl.net 410-247-0578 
W3FT Trustee Doug Wittich   N3VEJ at arrl.net 
Membership   Hale Adams   N3NYC 
Legislative Affairs Team  Tom Coates  N3IJ at comcast.net 410-933-9344 
Programs   HELP WANTED 

Items for The Modulator should be sent by the 5th of the previous month, to: 
The Modulator, 3607 Klausmier Rd 

Baltimore, MD 21236 
or email to modulator at baltarc.com. 

The club meets at 7:30 pm. the first and third Wednesday of every month in the 
club facility at 12360 Owings Mills Blvd., 3/10 mile south of Bond Ave. See 
ADC map page 16-D8. Complete directions web page 
http://www.baltarc.com/directions.htm or call the Club at 410-526-4263. 
Copyright 2007, Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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FOR SALE or WANTED 

YAESU FT-757 GX-II with WARC and MARS conversion. 
YAESU FT-107 or related components, e.g. Tuner/VFO. 
Contact Marty – KB3MXM at ARRL.Net 

Do you have any used test equipment or any spare hand tools, 
e.g. multi-meter, oscilloscope, screwdrivers or pliers for BARC 
Repair/Testing Lab. Your donated items must be in clean and 
working order. Please bring your donated items to the next club 
meeting. 

 

To have your FOR SALE or WANTED see here, 

Send email with your email request to:  
wittich AT comcast.net or send paper, see page 2. 

·  Include a description with manufacture’s name, 
model number, accessories and options. 

·  Contact information you want buyers to use, such as 
An email address and/or phone number 

·  If you are interested in a swap, include additional 
details or examples 

BARC CALENDAR  
(Ed note, would be cool to have calendar format on back page) 
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Meeting & Activities Location 
Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

12360 Owings Mills Blvd. 
Reisterstown, MD 

443-590-1444 

VE REPORT - September 2007 
(ed note, from http://n3wke-ve.home.comcast.net/) 

A Laurel ARC Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (LARC VEC) 
affiliated testing session was held at the BARC Meeting and 
Training Facility in Owings Mills, MD, on Saturday, September 
1.  Five people took exams for either their initial ham license or to 
upgrade their license.  One administrative upgrade completed. 

The examinees achieved the following: 

Became new Technician Class licensee  
     Don Kloker  KB3PRM  
     Lorin Lund  KB3PRL  
     Stephanie Piet  KB3PRK  

Upgraded to General Class licensee  
     Gary Hoffman  KB3PNV  
     Dan Kuespert  W9WCE  
     Don Nissley  K3IAX  

Overall, five tests were passed out of five administered:  
     Element 2 (Technician Written): 100%  
     Element 3 (General Written): 100%  
     Element 4 (Extra Written): N/A  

Thanks to the Volunteer Examiners who made the 
session possible: 
Hale Adams N3NYC, Don Friedmann W3QYL, Russ Kaufman 
N3YI, Jerry Matthews N3XWT, Doc Sanders W3FYA, Robin 
Schaefer AA3SB, Rusty Schaefer N3WKE, Joe Tracey 
KB3LNM, Doug Wittich N3VEJ.  

Next testing session at the BARC facility is Sunday, October 7, 
2007.  Registration opens at 1:30 PM and testing starts at 2:00 
PM.   For information about the next exam session, please send 
email to n3wke at arrl.net.  

73, Rusty N3WKE 
VE Team Leader 
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The President’s QSO -  
 
I wish to extend a warm and  
gracious “Thank You” for  
placing your trust in me for the  
position of President. I am  
honored and hope to serve you  
and the Baltimore Amateur  
Radio Club well for the next  
two years. I also thank Mr. Joe Krysztoforski - AJ3X, the past President for 
getting us on-track and keeping us there. I will continue this effort by 
working with my Executive Board, Committee Chairpersons and members 
to maintain and improve the Baltimore Amateur Radio Club. Please attend 
our regular meetings and hear it first-hand. 
 
Before taking office, I was hard at work with the Executive Board as they 
finalize the 2007 financial year and started FY-2008. The viability and 
continued support of Amateur Radio and BARC requires sufficient funds to 
do so and these funds come from many sources.  
 
The primary source for BARC is the Great Baltimore Hamboree and 
Computerfest (GBH&C) show, held for the last 39 years at the end of 
March. A popular venue, it provides radio enthusiasts a place to gather for 
an opportunity to purchase, trade or sell radio electronics, software and 
computer related equipment. The GBH&C committee will required you to 
dedicate a small portion of your time each year to help support our only fund 
raiser. Your support is always needed and welcomed. Without your support, 
many programs and service we enjoy could end. Support the GBH&C. 
 
Amateur Radio receives increase recognition from numerous Federal, State 
and Local governments as well as many civilian organizations around the 
Baltimore metropolitan area. This support is a direct result of our Public 
Service to the community. We provide support to nationally recognized 
groups for their walk/run/bike rallies as they battles against various life-
threatening diseases such as Cancer. We provide point-to-point 
communication for public events and HAM-based groups such as the 
Baltimore Traffic Net (BTN) and Amateur Radio Emergency 
Services/Radio.   
 
Each of you has the means to support essential communication or provide 
liaison communications for thousands during and long after an emergency. 
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We must always supports our family first and then show our support for 
each other. By participating in BARC activities, e.g. Field Day, you 
demonstrate your willingness to help others. Thank you for helping. 
 
As we embark on new and exciting goals, keep in mine our commitment to 
Amateur Radio and what it stands for. We have a few major goals to 
accomplish - GBH&C, Field Day, Minifest, MD QSO Party and our 2 meter 
repeater system; while others goals will be new and will need your 
commitment and dedication.  
 
Preparation is only a part of what we are all about. As a Maryland Non-
Profit organization we are fortunate to be recognized for our commitment to 
the Foundation for Amateur Radio (FAR) and the Amateur Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) as a recognized Service Club. Our commitment doesn't end 
there, through donations and scholarship programs we provide a future for 
amateur radio and the youth to support it.  
 
I propose we share, teach and learn together. I once heard a HAM say, “You 
don't learn this stuff overnight.” and I’m sure that was true twenty or thirty 
years ago, but now we can share information across dozens of 
communication channels - from text chat on cell phones to IRLP, from next 
door to other countries. Find a way and share it with others. 
 
The Board of Executives, the elected club Officers, Members at Large, 
Committee Chairpersons and the designated representative must work 
together to provide our club with leadership and positive direction to form 
the backbone of BARC - it is all about teamwork. Through their loyalty and 
dedication we will benefit greatly in each and every endeavor. Support these 
members in their appointment capacities and find ways to help them help 
you.   
 
I feel at home here at BARC because with the dedicated members, friends 
and families that support us and the enthusiasm and friendship making our 
club legendary among nearby Amateur Radio organizations. Let’s honor 
those members whom we remember, our SK's, our HAM friends past and 
present and make a promise - To make BARC the best Amateur Radio Club 
in the Baltimore Metropolitan area and in Amateur Radio.   
 
I hope to make you as proud to be part of BARC as I am to be your next 
President.  
 
Marty Pittinger 
The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 
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Reisterstown Festival September 8-9 
The town first known as Reister’s Town held it’s annual festival the weekend of 
September 9 & 10. Bill Dobson, N3WD spent a whole night getting handouts 
ready for the event. Bill, along with his wife Sharon K3DUH and President 
Elect Marty Pittinger KB3MXM managed the setup and covered many of the 
hours at the table. Several other club members stopped by to cover a few hours. 
 

 
Johnathan Mayo AB3FX and Marty Pittinger KB3MXM cover the table, 
speaking with visitors. Background, Bill N3WD works the special event station. 
 

 
Doug N3VEJ covers the table and chats with club member Don Friedmann 
W3QYL and his wife. 
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President Joe Krysztoforski, AJ3X Completes Three 
Years as President 
 
Joe was first elected President of BARC in September, 2004 for a one-year term. 
During his three terms (one year each), Joe initiated and managed many 

accomplishments. Some 
examples include: 
 
·  Financial belt-tightening. In 

conjunction with treasurer 
Bill N3WD, managed 
significant spending 
reductions. This included 
primarily distributing The 
Modulator electronically via 
the web page (implemented 
by Doug N3VEJ) and new 
phone services implemented 

by Bill N3WD.  
·  Repeater savings and improvements (new sites) implemented by Phil 

N3CDY. 
·  Formal program meeting management, supervised by Tom N3IJ 
·  Club Facility network implemented by Bill N3WD, Mark WA4ZUP and  

Bob W3RAR 
Joe has entered the race for a seat in the US Congress, from Maryland’s 6th 
district, which includes the northern parts of the state from the west to as far as 
Harford County. We wish him well in his quest. 
 
 

Program Meetings 
October 17: Contest season is heating up. An amateur radio contest tests your 
ability to efficiently make contacts under specific guidelines. The constraints 
range from certain bands such as 160 meter, 10 meter, all VHF to all bands. 
Some require specific modes, such as RTTY, CW, phone or PSK. Time is the 
common constraint for all contests; most last one or two days. “Sprints” are only 
a few hours. Contesting is a recognized way to sharpen up your operating skills 
and identify the limitations of your equipment. CW operators have reported that 
their speeds jump noticeably in a single weekend. 
 
Feeling competitive? Want to find out more about contesting? Come to our 
October 17th meeting for a presentation and Q&A. Our speaker, Bill Dobson 
N3WD, is an experienced contest operator. 
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For those who want personal mentoring and hands-on guidance as they jump 
into the deep end, Bill has offered to guide very small groups through the 
contest whitewater during the CQ World Wide 
DX SSB Contest (www.cqww.com) on the last 
weekend of October. Make arrangements at the 
meeting October 17. 
 
November 14: Modeling is the 21st century way of 
learning what your antenna design will do under 
different conditions, for example when you 

change the height. 
You can compare 
different classic 
designs, or put 
them up against 
your own 
inventions. Joe 
Tracey, KB3LNM, 
will guide us 
through the process, using the shareware EZNEC 
software and familiar antenna designs. This 

software runs under Windows 98, Windows 2000 and later versions. A free, no-
time-limit  demo version and manual are available for download. Now we can 
experiment with antennas even when the weather turns bad, as it sometimes 
does around here as early as November. To avoid conflict with Thanksgiving, 
this program will be on the SECOND Wednesday, November 14th. 
 
As always, the program will take place at the club’s meeting and training 
facility, 12360 Owings Mills Blvd. Doors open at 7 PM, program starts at 7:40, 
after a few brief announcements. 
 

“Tell your friends. One of the purposes of these 
programs is to attract potential new members” -N3IJ 

 

Program Chairman: After three years as 
program chairman, Tom Coates, N3IJ will be 
stepping down so that he can concentrate on the 
legislative agenda.  
If you have ever tried to line up ONE program, you 
know that this is a tough but rewarding job. BARC 
owes Tom many thanks for his service! 
If you are interested in serving in this role, or you 
have ideas for program meetings, including 
perhaps the name of a speaker, please contact 
President Marty Pittinger, KB3MXM (at arrl.net). 


